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selection of each sloka after having chanted the Lord's name a
fixed number of times and following the technique of Toonool
prasna'.10 The work had found light due to the irresistible appeal
of the devotees.11

K. Vasudevan Moosad (K.V.M.) in his preface to the book,
compares the sweet musical charm ofVazhakunnam's poems to
those ofVilvamangalam and Puntanam.12

The poet in general observes the rule ofDviteeyaksharaprasa.
He often shows his ability to extend alliteration upto the fourth
letter.13 Vazhakunnam's miserable condition would have influ-
enced him to choose for his first set of eleven slokas the Viyogini
metre, usually befitting a pitiable situation. It deserves special
mention as this was his first attempt in addressing his beloved
Lord through the medium ofMalayalam poetry.

The third stanza in the Ratoddhata metre clarifies his ease in
poem making. Here he says of his sorrowful situation - no good
house, no sufficient wealth, no happiness and things desirable.14

10. K. Vasudevan Moosad, op.cit.. pp.iii.iv.

11. Ibid., p.iv.

12. Ibid.,p.v.

13. Ibid., v.4, p.l.

14. Ibid.,p.5.
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